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	God is good: He rules the universe. From these two facts, the Christian often deduces the cheering and just conclusion that the ultimate tendency of all events in the history of this world is and ever will be to good. At times, this tendency is remote and invisible to human vision, and the heart can derive only pungent sorrow from some events except, only, as we look beyond the limits of the present life and the present world. But, again, some deed of violence, some act of treachery apparently fraught with evil and only evil appears, under the over-ruling care of a Father, to be the very last mode of conferring upon us Heaven’s richest blessings. A Joseph sold into slavery and, probably, into perpetual exile from his home and family, reappears as the deliverer of that family from starvation and all Egypt from famine. Jesus of Nazareth, crucified in the dishonor and infamy, is seen to be the Savior of the world, the brightest ornaments of the Christian church, in the midst of their highest usefulness, falling in death at the feet of their cruel persecutors, are recognized as “though ??” speaking – speaking more powerfully then in the days of their most active labor. But while the good which Divine Providence often brings forth speedily from evil, serves not at all to mitigate the sin of selling a brother into hopeless servitude, of crucifying the Savior or of murdering the servants of God, it is a theme which we all dwell upon with peculiar delight. Such was the origin of the Mundi Mission. We will glance at its history.
	A ship-load of Africans was bought and stolen on the coast of Africa about the beginning of the 1839, sent to Havana and sold. Some of the negroes were re-shipped for Puerto Prince and accompanied by their purchasers. While on the way, aware of the fate awaiting them in Cuba and conscious of ability to assert their rights successfully they killed the sailors and all the whites on board except four, two of whom were permitted to escape in the small boat, and two were required to steer the vessel for Africa. As the Africans knew the direction of their home by the sun and not by the stars, their helmsmen, who ??? to their so-called overseers, directed the course of the vessel toward Africa by day, but changed it for the United States by night. This zig-zag course brought them near Culladen Point on the east end of Long Island, where they stopped for wood and water. A Spanish vessel manned by Africans was an anomaly to the people, and Lieut. Gibney of the U.S. Navy boarded and took possession of the “mysterious schooner.” The Spaniards on board at once claimed the protection of the officer, one of whom claimed the negroes, also, as his property. They were taken into New London, CT. After an examination before Judge Judson of the U.S. Dist. Court, the negroes were committed for trial on the charge of murder on the high seas.
	These circumstances, occurring at a time when a deeper feeling of opposition to the system of slavery and all its attendant barbarities was beginning to be felt in this country, sent an electric thrill through every feeling heart. Those interested in their liberation requested S.S. Jocelyn, J. Seaville and Lewis Tappan to act for them in securing counsel and to charge of the funds which the benevolent were sending in for their good. This secured the services of Leonard Bacon, H.G. ?? and Amos Townsend, Jr. in obtaining Christian teachers for these heathen so unexpectedly and wonderfully thrown upon our shores. These gentlemen soon found some who were anxious to enter upon this missionary work in behalf of the forty-two prisoners in New Haven jail. Thus, while the American public was agitated with conflicting thoughts and feelings concerning the acts and the future of these prisoners while their case was progressing through our Courts to the highest tribunal in our country and while their own hearts were convulsed with alternate hope and fear, their teachers were sowing in several of their minds those seeds of truth which were soon to germinate and bear fruit in holy, self-denying labor for their countrymen in Africa, and in the triumphant death of the Christian on her burning plains.
	When their case came up in the Circuit Court, Judge Thompson instructed the jury that the courts of the U.S. had no jurisdiction in the case, as the offense, if resistance to a highwayman be an offense, was committed on board a Spanish vessel, which was equivalent to Spanish soil. He also charged them that the killing of the captain of the Amistad was not crime against the law of nations; even if it were otherwise piracy it was not a crime under the circumstances as it was committed in connection with the Slave Trade. Such was the disposition made of the charge of murder.
	An unsuccessful effort was made to secure their discharge from the hands of the U.S. officers, and they were left in the custody of the District Court to determine their right to freedom. This Court decided that the Africans were born free, had been kidnapped and transported to Cuba contrary to national law, had been put on board the Amistad under cover of permits fraudulently obtained, had achieved their liberty, and stopped in a part of New York under the protection of her laws, and, by those laws, were free, and that they were within the jurisdiction of the Dist. Court of Ct. only through the illegal action of Lieut. Gedney. The Court ordered that they should be delivered up to the Pres. of the U.S. to be sent to Africa.
	The Minister of the Queen of Spain demanded that they should be tried before the Supreme Court of the U.S. and the Dist. Attorney accordingly carried the case up to that tribunal by appeal. The trial came on in February 1841 in Washington and was argued by John Quincy Adams and Roger S. Baldwin in behalf of the negroes. Its result was announced by the “Old Man Eloquent” in the following letter to one of the Amistad Com.
	Washington, 9th March 1841
		To Lewis Tappan, Esq., New York
			The captives are free!
	The part of the decree which placed them at the disposal of the Pres. of the U.S. to be sent to Africa is reversed. They are to be discharged from the custody of the Marshall free.
	The rest of the decision of the Courts below is affirmed.
	Not unto us – not unto us,
	But thanks – thanks in the name of humanity and justice to you.
		J.Q. Adams

	Thus were these prisoners finally delivered from their enemies, but they were left in a land of strangers desiring to return to their early homes. Several of them had been hopefully converted, and all were anxious to have religious teachers sent back with them. Those who had been instructing them during their imprisonment were much attached to their pupils and anxious to go with them and found a mission in Africa, and there was a surplus of funds in the hands of the Amistad Committee donated for the benefit of the captives. After mature deliberation the Com, decided to make this providential opening in the interior of Africa the occasion for establishing a mission there. The object of Providence in permitting this strong occurrence upon our shores, seemed to be made plain. It was a preparatory step for introducing the Gospel into a portion of Africa new to missionary effort, and in part; by the agency of those, who, but a few years before, had been inhabitants of that very region and sunk in all the horrors of heathenism.
	It will be remembered that the original Amistad Committee was appointed with exclusive reference to securing the rights and promoting the interests of the captives till our courts should declare their ultimate decision concerning them, and with no reference to the establishment of a mission. God, however, is tended to do more for his course than merely to restore the prisoners to their original privileges and rights. He turned all minds to the work opening a new mission in Africa, and inspire the Christian friends of these Africans with a firm purpose to accomplish this work. But the Com. was composed of men engrossed with other cares and responsibilities. They chose to transfer this work to the immediate care of those already familiar with missionary operations, yet to make one condition which the peculiar circumstances of case seemed to require. The portion of Africa from which these captives had ben taken, had been largely tributary to the slave markets of the world, including our own, and some of their countrymen and, probably, some even of their tribes, were performing the labor of our own rice-fields and supplying the pockets of their masters with the money they were contributing to send the Gospel abroad. The Com. thought that it would be at least incongruous and inappropriate to accept the compulsory earning of a mother or the money from the sale of a father to carry the command “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” to the children. Hence they adopted the following resolution,
	“Res. That it would be contrary to the feelings and principles of a large majority of the donors to the Amistad fund, and of the friends of the liberated Africans, to ?? their return with any Miss. Soc. That solicits or receives donations from slaveholders.”
	The proposed mission with the remaining funds was offered to others, but, in consequence of the preceding resolution, was declined.
	There was no alternative but to go forward in the direction pointed out by Providence. As the funds were insufficient to justify sending forward an exploring party to select a place for a mission, it was determined to send the Africans back as near their former homes as possible, and to plant a mission in the most eligible location near them.
	Preparatory to their departure, ten or twelve of them were taken to a few towns in Ct. and Mass. Where meetings were held to show the proficiency of these native Africans in their studies, to demonstrate to the public the capacities of those many whom the mission was to be located, and to collect funds in aid of the enterprise. The evidence was perfectly conclusive that there was abundant encouragement to labor for the civilization and conversion of those who, in a brief term of instruction under unfavorable circumstances, had exhibited such qualities of mind and heart.
	The Africans, thirty-five in number, and three missionaries two male and one female, left New York, Nov. 27, 1841, for Sierra Leone. They arrived at Freetown, Jan. 15, where they were received with the utmost kindness by the officers of the Government. Their goods were admitted not only free of duty, but also without examination.
	The missionaries soon became convinced that they could not plant a mission in the Mundi country at once, and that the most desirable location would (be) in the region of the Sherbros, the native place of some of the Amistads. With this in view, the king of the country was visited, and a desirable location selected, but the king exacted such terms that the plan was abandoned for the time. The missionary company, however, removed from Freetown to York, about twenty-five miles distant, where they occupied a farm which the generous owner allowed them free of rent. Here, the missionaries though not yet in their long-desired location, felt assured that their labors were serviceable in promoting the cause of Peace and of Temperance.
	The station at Rau-Mundi in the Shubro country was commenced in 1842 under very favorable auspices. The people welcomed the mission enthusiastically, and the king testified his joy by the heavy thunder of a swivel. Mrs. Raymond, the female missionary, being the first white woman in that region, was an object of intense curiosity.
	The influence of the mission on prevailing sing was speedily apparent. The spirit of war was rebuked, and the slave trade checked.
	The first church was organized in Jan. 1845. During this year a terribly desolating war broke, and for miles around the mission, every town was plundered and burned, but the mission itself was unharmed. Why was it that men who, for life, had been engaged in the brutalizing business of war and the slave trade, should turn aside from their path of blood to have an unprotected mission-house in safety? The history of Mr. Raymond and his policy should be our answer.
	Mr. R. was earnestly in love with his work as a missionary. He chose his field because he was prepared for its peculiar trials, and he entered it determined under God to make the influence of the Cross deeply felt. Its power was brought to bear, especially, against the sins of the place where he was. He did not make an earned attack on the sins of the Jews, nor those of the Americans but on those sins most cherished by the people around him. War, Polygamy and the Slave-Trade being most common were the public sins which he rebuked such was his genuine love for the people and his manifestly Christian spirit, that they loved him as a friend and feared him as a “God-man” as they called him. The irreconcilable antagonism between war and the religion of the mission was illustrated in the reception of Mr. Bungar in one of the interior towns. He asked the chief to call his people together to listen to a sermon. Brow, for this was the chief’s name, replied: I am a war man. I have gun, powder and cutlass in my hand to fight with. If I call the people together to hear God to-day, and tomorrow begin to fight and kill, the people will laugh at me.” He practiced no let-alone policy, no plan of preaching the Gospel in the abstract, in general principles, leaving the heathen to apply these abstract principles to their own every day sins, but, like the old Hebrew prophet, he made such a home application of Bible truth that hose around well understood their guilt. When the warrior came upon the mission premises and wished only to sharpen his cutlass, he was forcefully and fearlessly forbidden; when the lovers of American whiskey, for such there were even there, when they requested their favorite beverage in exchange for rice, they were warned of the punishment of God reserved for them here and in the future, and when the man-stealer appeared in his regions, he was sure to understand how his business appeared in the sight of Heaven. At length the white slave traders told the king of the region where the mission was established, that the mission and their business could not thrive together, and one party must leave. Although the King derived great pecuniary profit from their trade, he answered very promptly, “The missionaries will stay.” They did stay, but the man-traffic ceased.
	When the war came near the mission and the hostile tribe was laying the whole country waste by fire and cutlass, those in the vicinity began to transfer their effects to the mission premises and to ask its protection for themselves. The respect of the natives for the missionary did not allow them to injure anything under his care. On one occasion his canoe was found containing a few goods, when a war party was preparing to take it. They were informed whose it was, and not an article was disturbed, though every other canoe on the river was either taken or destroyed.
	His practice in respect to every sin with which he came in contact gave him this peculiar power over the heathen. Any other course would have diminished his influence and his safety.
	Mr. Raymond was compelled to receive scholars before he was prepared to open a school. As he had announced his intention of opening a school as early as possible, the natives began to send in their children. He hastened his work of preparation, yet was wholly unable to receive all who wished to attend. The case of his first principal is interesting in several respects and worthy of special notice. While the war was raging with greatest violence in his immediate vicinity, a lad was found concealed in the “bush” in the neighborhood of the mission, and was taken there. He was found to have been left by a fleeing war party and to be a slave. In a few days some of the natives appeared and demanded the boy, claiming him as the property of the chief. The claim was not acknowledged to be solid, and the boy was retained. He was afterwards claimed in behalf of his real owner, who finally relinquished it on the receipt of cotton cloth and a worth about eight dollars. This was the first captive he redeemed from slavery, and the first one received into his family for instruction. 
	His school was speedily filled with pupils of various ages; and the missionary’s cares rendered well-nigh overwhelming. He sought to teach all how to labor either on the farm or at some other useful occupation, intending to make the mission self-sustaining, if possible. He received so many from their parents and by purchase, that the Ex. Com. suggested that he might be under the necessity of dismissing some to their homes. Before their letters reached him, war had rendered many of them orphans, and he resolved, at however great a sacrifice to himself to retain them.
	Without noticing particularly other events, we may refer to the death of Mr. R. and the work accomplished at that time. 
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