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You had better come with Le &
stay with me .ntil he returns
Chakles goes E. next month to

Burlington - Jan 15th, 1861
Dear Simber Elvira print another booke
I was just about to answer your faormer le tter when the one with the
sad news of Mary's death came. Then I thought my afflicted Ssyster
demands my first atention and I wrote to her immediately. hope to hear
from her soon for I am anxious to know how she bears up under her acc-
umulated trialse. My heart bleeds for her Nor is this her loss alone
I too feel that one has been taken from me for though I have not seen
Mary since she was a little child yet I had so long thiught of having
her one of the family that I had learned to look upon her as mine and
now feel that she has bren tsken from me as well as from her mother.
That dlsease the Dipptheria has been prevailing here all Winter and
has robbed many a family of its jewels Mine are still spared to me, for
“what T am truly thankful - But how soon the destroyer may enter my
loved circle I know not. My children are never troubled with croup
nor tickle to throat diseases and I hope they may escape entirely -
thrught I think I hold them at His disposel who has entrusted them ¥o
my care, Willie though dearer for then my own life and endearing him-
self closer to his Mother's heart every dayby his many sweet ways I
could give up unmurmingly to become an angel in Heaven But with Charlie
it 1s different as I do not Teel that he 1s prepared to die.
Your communication to the ? Bye I recd with much interest but Charlies
and mysell both were of the opinion that it would be useless to send tt
to the ? as it is so full of sucession now it finds room for little
elses I suppose you have a copy and if you are willing I will keep
this as mine. .Thursdaynight- Have just returned from Prayer meeting.
The questions before us was the duty of Christians in the present algrm=-
ing crisis of our country Our Pastorhad just been commending Lemard's
speech especially quoting the assertion "when we cannot do what we
would we must do what we can" from whidh I was afraid some would in-
fer that he meant if we could not save the Union without giving our
sanction to Slavery we ought to do it. And was very glad to hesar two
of the members rise and assert that our duty was simplty to obey .God
that He no where had authorized us to compromise with sin - that the
Kingdom of Christi:was of more importance than the preservation of this
? that our business as Cpristians 1s to see that it receives no de-
triment at our hands and leave the result to Gode MMy heart responded
amen. I do not believe that my thing can now be pained by compromise
and T hope thellepublican Parby will not yield one into.of principle
though ev ry southern state secede. Stand firm for the right and
leave the r sult to God sh uld be thelr motto, ithat will be the result
of the present terrible state of things in the South no longer can
tell - Civil War with all its horrors is probably nesr at hand But
whatever the: ? ile can rejoice and will rejoice the God reigns in His
own good time will bring forth good out of evil lgght out of darkness.
We cannot expect our Nation to be exempt from the general law that
nations must suffice in this world the punishment of their sins for
there 1s no future state to nations. I believe that God intends to
show by his dealings with us in a marked menner His utter abhorrence
of Slavery and if our Country must fall to teach the world thro im-
portant fact He will permit its overthrow I say permit for is not
the maddness of men its own sons - sheltered and fostered herewith be=-
neath 1ts roof bearing down with impious hand the glorious structure
reared by the t&il and cemented by the black of their fathers. And if
High licaven does not restrict their wrath we shall soon all be crushed
beneath its rudnse I did not intend to give you a political dissertation
by my poor country. My heart bleeds for her, but rather let her fall
forever then stand the bulwark oppression and wrong. An awful sight

just passed my window A man dragging his drunken wife as he would a ho
Pet 1s awake and asked for me My love to all much love to $:ster B¢
Charlotte Shall T see Bro Lester soon For what placeinLincoln'g
cabinet is he candidate? Write soon. VYours ais. Marv A P Darwin
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Dear Sister Charlotte - Your letter has been rec'd and T will

answér soon, 1 add--a line to ? to tell you that I send with this
two copies of the I_dependent -~ will send the others as soon as I
have recd them = haVe not had much time to read lately.

Charlie is in New York with Mr. Lyman Abbott The wonderful doll
Mamie writes of was his Christm s gift to his Sister and was dressed
by Mrs. Abbott and her daughter, Mamie has been well all winter un-
til today. She has coughed all day and now her breathing is quite
difficulte D,. says it is asthmm, I am well except my headaches

and though in my 50th year can wade through the snow drifts with as
much gusto as when a child in New Englande I am not sorry I am at
home with my children but sti 11 would like to mingle in some scenes
where my work for the Revolution would have taken me such as the late
~convention at Washington. How are you getting along and how is
Lizzie prospering. Lester paid us a visit during the holidayse. I am
writing to all my brothers and sisters - hope to set round in the

in the course of the yar. Your turn will come soon

Your Ss;ster Mary

R
Burlington Dec. 9th, 1860

Dear Syster C,arlotte - I§ is QQnday night and 7 was about to retire
but think I must drop you a line first as T shall have a dewing

girl here now for two weeks who will keep me busy so that I fear if

I do not write tonight T may not be able to until next year,

How do you spend your Sabbaths. Have you preaching near? Have you
as much religion reading as you would like? I take both the

Oberlin Evangelist and Independent and if you have them not I will
forward them to you 1f you desiree. Have just finished the reading

of a very good Syrmon of Beechers', He's writing are think him so
spiritually minded a man as President Finney. Charles is now in

Des Moines will probably be there until Christmas and if you have

- any good opportunity to send Mary up there before that time he will
see that she comes safely hereos I did not know but there might
occasionally teams go up to Des Moines from your placee Of course
you could not send her slone by stagee Wrlte and tell me how you

are getting along - all your trouble and le t me know If I can help |
you any How 1s Mr. R*cketts health? Ig4 he able to do any work? 1I. is
approaching 10 oclock & T must bid you Good night. Heaven bless you
My S ter May all your trials here but serve to work out for you a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of Gqory. Adieu. Ever jyo.ur loving
Sister, Mary

I enclose a couple of dollars which may be of some use to you would
have sent five but cannot get Iowa money and this I fegr will not
be good when you get 1t although it is nowe Has not Elvira got my
letter why dont she answer it? Write soon that T may know if
you et this '
Original in lowa Women's aFanives
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